Opportunity & Obligation Inspire $200,000 Bequest
Writing in the April 1988 Chakett,
Richard S. “Dick” Gilbert, Rho
1962, reminded Chi Phi that
“opportunity and obligation mark
a pledge’s entry into the
brotherhood of Chi Phi.”
Opportunity and obligation have
characterized Gilbert’s relationship
with Chi Phi since he first initiated
at Rho Chapter on February 7,
1959, and this relationship inspired
him to leave a lasting legacy
through a $200,000 bequest to
the Chi Phi Educational Trust.
This former Chapter Delta has a love of engineering and
appreciation for students who choose to work in this field. This
passion motivated him to create the Richard S. Gilbert, Rho 1962
Mechanical Engineering Scholarship Fund to provide academic
scholarships for junior or senior Chi Phi Brothers whose major
degree program is Mechanical Engineering. Three-quarters of his
bequest will provide opportunities in perpetuity for mechanical
engineering students to pursue their undergraduate degree.
The remaining $50,000 from his bequest will further another of
Gilbert's passions – Chi Phi, Greek Life and their history by
supporting the under-development Chi Phi Greek History
Museum to be located within the William M. Byrd Chi Phi
National Headquarters Building.
This aspect of the gift is fitting because Gilbert has made his
mark on Chi Phi history ever since he was thrust into the
national affairs of the Fraternity, when Carl J. Gladfelter,
Alpha-Tau 1933, Zeta Delta 1956, Iota Delta 1958, Psi Delta 1978,
Eta Delta 1975, appointed him to the Look Forward Committee
in 1968. This committee was charged to conduct a complete
study of Chi Phi's present status and future role. Gilbert was
eventually elected Chairman of this august group.
Over the next thirty years, he served as Grand Alpha, Grand
Gamma, Grand Epsilon, Grand Zeta, a Trustee of the Chi Phi
Educational Trust and as Executive Director of the Trust.

“

Chi Phi has played an important role
in my life. I believe it has earned my
support now and after I’m gone. I knew
I could have a much greater impact on
Chi Phi and the future of new brothers
if I structured a planned gift to
support this institution that changes
the lives of young men.

”

In addition to his national work, Gilbert has been an active
supporter of the Rho Alumni Association and Rho Chapter at
Lafayette College. He helped organize Rho's Centennial
Celebration on October 18, 1974, and served for nine years as
president of the Rho Alumni Association. He is a retiree of AT&T
and the U.S. Army, where he achieved the grade of Colonel.
When he submitted the final report of the Look Forward
Committee in 1969, Gilbert wrote, "Our Fraternity recognizes
the on-going need for self improvement. Attempts to gain
improvement are frustrating at times, but in the long run and
after careful consideration, our efforts for improvement can be
realized." Thanks to his leadership gift, the lives and efforts of
Chi Phi students will be forever changed and improved. Chi Phi
is and will continue to be a much stronger institution thanks to
Dick Gilbert.

Richard S. Gilbert, Rho 1962
INITIATED:
Rho Chapter 1959
EDUCATION:
Lafayette College, BS in Mechanical Engineering, 1962
Lehigh University, MBA, 1970
Commander and General Staff College, US Army, 1976
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Grand Zeta, 1972 – 1975
Grand Gamma, 1975 – 1978
Educational Trust Trustee, 1978 – 1980
Grand Epsilon, 1980 – 1984
Grand Alpha, 1987 - 1989
Educational Trust Trustee, 1991 – 1993
Executive Director of the Chi Phi Educational Trust,
1994 - 1998
• Grand Gamma, 2001 - 2003

You can create a living legacy to benefit
generations of students. Making an outright
or deferred gift is a simple way to provide
institutional-changing support to Chi Phi
or your Chapter. Deferred gifts, also
known as planned gifts, include bequests
in wills, annuities, insurance policies, gifts
of stock or property, appreciated assets and
charitable trust instruments.
To discuss, in confidence, the MacLean Legacy Society, the
impact and the advantages of a planned gift, contact:
Fred Maglione
Director of Development
800.849.1824
maglione@chiphi.org
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